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26 October 2022 

 

 

 

Dear 

 

Thank you for your Official Information Act request, transferred from Minister Woods on 

22 September 2022. You requested the following: 

 
a) all material from June 2022 held by you or either of your offices relating to 

the reappointment of Rodger Finlay as chair of NZ Post (by Cabinet on 13 
June 2022) and the subsequent events that led to Finlay not taking up that 
appointment (voluntarily or otherwise). 

b) any communications since 10 June 2022 with journalists on the Finlay 
appointment (RBNZ or NZ Post) issues. 

 

This request encompasses anything not already provided in Mr Robertson's 

29 August OIA response to me regarding Reserve Bank Board 

appointments 

 

I extended the date to make a decision on your request by 60 working days in order to 

allow the Department of Internal Affairs to undertake searches related to previous 

Ministers.  However, I committed to provide material that the Treasury holds by 27 

October 2022. 

 

Information being released 

Please find enclosed the following documents: 

 

Item Date Document Description Decision 

1.  8 June 2022 Email T2022-886 NZ Post Chair Reappointment Release in part 

2.  13 June 2022 NZP R Finlay Reappointment Letter Release in part 

3.  13 June 2022 Company notice of reappt - R Finlay Release in part 

4.   APH-22-SUB-0081 NZP Reappt Summary Release in full 
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I have decided to release the documents listed above, subject to information being 

withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official Information Act, as 

applicable: 

• personal contact details of officials, under section 9(2)(a) – to protect the privacy 
of natural persons, including that of deceased natural persons, 

• contact details of officials, under section 9(2)(g)(ii) – to maintain the effective 
conduct of public affairs through protecting Ministers, members of government 
organisations, officers and employees from improper pressure or harassment, 
and 

• direct dial phone numbers of officials, under section 9(2)(k) – to prevent the 
disclosure of information for improper gain or improper advantage. 

 

Direct dial phone numbers of officials have been redacted under section 9(2)(k) in 

order to reduce the possibility of staff being exposed to phishing and other scams.  This 

is because information released under the OIA may end up in the public domain, for 

example, on websites including Treasury’s website. 

 

In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 

9(1) of the Official Information Act.  

 

Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 

documents may be published on the Treasury website. 

 

This reply addresses the information you requested. You have the right to ask the 

Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Stella Kotrotsos 

Manager, Governance & Appointments 
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From: Catlin Ward <Catlin.Ward@parliament.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 8 June 2022 10:55 am
To: Gael Webster [TSY]; Murray Costello [TSY]; Jesse Doherty [TSY]; Paula Dobson [TSY]
Subject: T2022-886 NZ Post Chair Reappointment
Attachments: T2022-886 SIGNED NZ Post Ltd Documentation to confirm Chair 

reappointmen....pdf

Hi all, 
 
Rodger Finlay’s reappointment went through APH today with no issues. Attached is the signed briefing for your 
records.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Catlin Ward | Private Secretary – Broadcasting and Media 
DDI Mobile | Email Catlin.Ward@parliament.govt.nz  
Office of Hon Kris Faafoi, Minister for Broadcasting and Media.  
 
Email disclaimer:  
This email communication is confidential between the sender and the recipient. The intended recipient may not distribute it without the permission of the 
sender. If this email is received in error, it remains confidential and you may not copy, retain or distribute it in any manner. Please notify the sender 
immediately and erase all copies of the message and all attachments. Thank you. 
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APH-22-SUB-0081

Cabinet Appointments and 
Honours Committee
Summary

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

New Zealand Post Ltd: Reappointment

Portfolios Finance / State Owned Enterprises (Hon Kris Faafoi)

Purpose This paper notes that shareholding Ministers intend to reappoint the Chair of the
New Zealand Post Ltd (NZ Post) board, for a term commencing on 13 June 
2022 and expiring on 31 May 2025.

Candidate 
Summary

Rodger Finlay has developed a standing in the NZ commercial governance 
community.  Through his previous roles in investment banking and corporate 
advisory, he developed a strong understanding of business structures, finance 
and strategy.  Mr Finlay has been chair of PGG Wrightson and is a director of 
Ngāi Tahu Holdings.  He has Crown sector experience through being chair of 
the Provincial Growth Fund Independent Advisory Panel, a governor of Radio 
NZ Ltd, and a board member of Public Trust.  He has also been appointed to the
new board of the Reserve Bank of New Zealand, with effect from 1 July 2022.

Potential 
Conflicts

None identified.

Diversity 
Implications

With this reappointment the Board will have four men and four women, one of 
whom identifies as Māori and two as Indian.

Fees/Conditions Director fees are drawn from the remuneration approved for the board by 
shareholding Ministers.  The unit rate for NZ Post directors is $52,865 per 
annum, with the chair rate being twice this amount.

Communications None planned.

Consultation Paper prepared by Treasury (Finance) (State Owned Enterprises). 

Shareholding Ministers indicate that all APH Ministers were consulted.

The Minister also indicates that discussion has occurred with the government 
caucus. 
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APH-22-SUB-0081

The Minister of Finance and the Minister for State Owned Enterprises (Hon Kris 
Faafoi) recommend that the Committee:

1 note that the Minister of Finance and the Minister for State Owned Enterprises (Hon Kris 
Faafoi) intend to reappoint Rodger John FINLAY as the Chair of the board of New 
Zealand Post Ltd (NZ Post), for a term commencing on 13 June 2022 and expiring on 
31 May 2025;

2 note that the appointment is subject to the satisfactory completion of background checks.

Vivien Meek
Committee Secretary

Hard-copy distribution:
Cabinet Appointments and Honours Committee
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19 January 2023 

 

 

 

Dear 

 

I refer to my letter dated 26 October 2022 in response to your Official Information Act 

request, received on 22 September 2022.  

 

In my letter, I advised that there may be further information supplied from previous 

Ministers’ records after you receive that response and if that proved to be the case, I 

would send such information if, and when, it became available. 

 

I have searched all available resources and have been unable to find any 

correspondence in previous Ministers’ records that falls within the scope of part b of 

your request. Therefore, your request for information under part b is refused under 

section 18(e) of the OIA – the document alleged to contain the information requested 

does not exist or cannot be found. 

 

Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 

documents may be published on the Treasury website. 

 

This reply addresses the information you requested. You have the right to ask the 

Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Stella Kotrotsos 

Manager, Governance & Appointments 
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