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Dear  

 

Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 9 March 2022. Your 

request was: 

 

Where all of our taxes are being spent, on a spreadsheet or something of that 

nature.  

 

Information publicly available 

Each month from September to June the Treasury releases the Financial Statements 

of Government (FSG) which summarise the revenue, expenses, assets, liabilities, and 

cash flows of the Government. 

 

The FSG includes the sources of revenue for the government, which is mostly from tax 

revenue.  The FSG reports operating spending categories by its nature, such as 

personnel costs and transfer payments and subsidies.  The FSG also includes 

operating spending by functional classification, such as social security and welfare, 

education, and health.   

 

In addition, you are able to see the cash received and the operating payments and 

capital investments (e.g. purchases of property, plant and equipment and shares), as 

well as the proceeds from Government borrowing. 

 

You can find the FSG at the following location: Publication search | The Treasury New 

Zealand. This link includes the FSG in a spreadsheet format.  

 

The Government also releases its planned spending for the coming years.  The most 

recent forecasts can be seen here: Half Year Economic and Fiscal Update 2021 

(treasury.govt.nz) with the next release due to be released on 19 May 2022 which will 

reflect upcoming budget decisions. 

 

The majority of spending by Government Departments, such as the Ministry of Health, 

must be authorised by the Government prior to spending being incurred.  Detail of the 
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approved expenditure can be found here: The Estimates of Appropriations for the 

Government of New Zealand for the Year Ending 30 June 2022 (treasury.govt.nz).  

 

If you would like further detail of revenue and spending all Government entities are 

required to publish audited financial statements each year which outlines their specific 

spending. These financial statements can be found on each entity’s website. 

 

Because the information you requested is publicly available, I have refused your 

request under section 18(d) of the Official Information Act. 

 

Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 

documents may be published on the Treasury website. 

 

This reply addresses the information you requested. You have the right to ask the 

Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayne Winfield 

Chief Government Accountant 
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