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Dear  
 
Thank you for your two Official Information Act (OIA) requests, both received on 5 July 
2021.  
 
Reference 20210300 

 
You first requested: 

… all information the Minister of Finance has received on housing and house 
prices since 2017. 

 
As the request stood the Treasury deemed it was too broad in scope and therefore 
asked you to refine your request. 
 
On 14 July 2021, you refined your request to: 

This request should be redefined to exclude all official documents which have 
been publicly.  
  
I am particularly interested in formal advice, as well as informal communications 
which highlight impacts on housing and house prices, as a result of government 
policy. As well as all correspondence the minister has sent out relating to house 
prices and policy response. This may include an email from him to a concerned 
citizen on housing, an email to a property or construction company, or a bank for 
example.  

 
Subsequently, on 15 July 2021, you further refined the scope of your request to:  

… since 1 January 2020, will be acceptable. It would be my preference to split 
the time from the 2017-2020 parliamentary term and the current. 
 
To narrow the correspondence, I am specifically interested in inflation (food, 
energy) and house/construction price impact advice given on decisions proposed 
and taken. As well an informal correspondence. Hence the distinction between 
official and correspondence.  

 
Reference 20210297 

 
In addition, you also made the following request to the Treasury, asking for:  

… all information the Minister of Finance has received on inflation since 2017. 
 
This request was also deemed too broad in scope and the Treasury asked you to refine 
your request. 
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 On 12 July 2021, you refined the scope of this request to:  
… all advice and briefings the Treasury has provided to the Minister of Finance 
since 1 January 2017 on consumer price inflation data and the outlook for 
consumer price inflation. 
 
I am specifically interested in the inflation of house prices and building materials. 
Also, as a result of decisions made by the MoF and Cabinet. 
 
Can this also please extend to all correspondence received and sent from the 
minister’s office on these topics. 

 
Given the similarity of these two requests, I have made the decision to combine the 
response to both requests. 
 

Information publicly available 

 
We have reviewed the formal advice that was given to Ministers that we could locate 
within the scope of your request and can confirm that all substantive information on 
these topics is publicly available on the Treasury website. As stated in our email of 12 
July 2021, the Treasury periodically proactively releases advice to the Minister of 
Finance. As such, a substantial amount of information is already available on the topics 
you have requested. This information can be found via the following links:  

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/other-official-
information/information-releases.  

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2021-04/oia-20210012.pdf 

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2021-07/oia-20200010a.pdf 
 
In particular, the information and advice received by the Minister in the lead-up to the 
March 2021 housing package announcement can be found via the following link:  

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/information-release/tax-and-
housing.  

 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development also has a wide range of information 
on this subject, which is publicly available via the following links:  

 https://www.hud.govt.nz/news-and-resources/statistics-and-research/. 

 https://www.hud.govt.nz/news-and-resources/proactive-releases/. 
 
In regard to your request for information on consumer price inflation data and the 
outlook for consumer price inflation, this information is also publicly available and can 
be located via the following links: 

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/research-and-commentary/monthly-
economic-indicators. 

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/research-and-commentary/weekly-
economic-updates. 

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/information-and-services/financial-management-
and-advice/budgets-and-forecasts. 

 https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/budgets/budget-information-
releases.   

 
Accordingly, I have refused the parts of your request asking for formal advice on 
housing and consumer price inflation under section 18(d) of the OIA, as the information 
requested is or will soon be publicly available. 

https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/other-official-information/information-releases
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/other-official-information/information-releases
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2021-04/oia-20210012.pdf
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2021-07/oia-20200010a.pdf
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/information-release/tax-and-housing
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/information-release/tax-and-housing
https://www.hud.govt.nz/news-and-resources/statistics-and-research/
https://www.hud.govt.nz/news-and-resources/proactive-releases/
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/research-and-commentary/monthly-economic-indicators
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/research-and-commentary/monthly-economic-indicators
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/research-and-commentary/weekly-economic-updates
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/research-and-commentary/weekly-economic-updates
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/information-and-services/financial-management-and-advice/budgets-and-forecasts
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/information-and-services/financial-management-and-advice/budgets-and-forecasts
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/budgets/budget-information-releases
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/budgets/budget-information-releases


 

3 

 

Information to be declined 

 
The Treasury is unable to provide you with all communications and correspondence 
that highlight impacts on housing and house prices as a result of government policy, 
including all communications in relation to inflation connected to food, energy, 
house/construction prices and building materials. Despite the refining of your requests 
this part of your request is still very broad in scope and this information is not centrally 
held. 
 
Where this information is held, it would be held in the email accounts of a large number 
of staff members. In order to provide you with this information, Treasury staff would 
have to manually review each email sent over a period of three years to determine if it 
was within scope of your request or not. 
 
Accordingly, the parts of your request asking for all communications and 
correspondence on these matters is refused under section 18(f) of the OIA, as to 
provide this information would constitute as substantial collation and research. 
 
I have considered whether the Treasury would be able to respond to this request if 
given extra time, or the ability to charge for the information requested. I have concluded 
that, in either case, the Treasury’s ability to undertake its work would still be prejudiced. 
 
If you would like to make a new request and include more specificity on the kind of 
communications being requested, along with a shorter timeframe of when the 
correspondence was sent and received, then the Treasury will consider that request 
and provide a response accordingly. The Treasury is happy to assist you with making a 
more refined request, and can be contacted at Ministerial.Services@treasury.govt.nz. 
 
This reply addresses the information you requested. You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reubhan Swann 
Manager, Ministerial Advisory Service 
 

mailto:Ministerial.Services@treasury.govt.nz

