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Information Withheld 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, would be 
withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

Where this is the case, the relevant sections of the Act that would apply have been identified.   

Where information has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons 
for withholding it. 

Key to sections of the Act under which information has been withheld: 

[23] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 

[25] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who is 
the subject of the information 

[26] 9(2)(ba)(i) - to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any person 
has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where the making 
available of the information would be likely to prejudice the supply of similar information, or 
information from the same source, and it is in the public interest that such information should continue 
to be supplied 

[31] 9(2)(f)(ii) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting collective and individual 
ministerial responsibility 

[33] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice 
tendered by ministers and officials 

[34] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of 
opinions 

[35] 9(2)(g)(ii) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through protecting ministers, members of 
government organisations, officers and employees from improper pressure or harassment; 

[36] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 

[37] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantage or prejudice 

[38] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 

[39] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper advantage 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section of the Act has been 
made, as listed above. For example, a [23] appearing where information has been withheld in a release 
document refers to section 9(2)(a). 
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copyright but are licensed for re-use under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 
[https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/]. 

For material created by other parties, copyright is held by them and they must be consulted on the licensing 
terms that they apply to their material. 
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Reference: T2017/2013     CM-1-3-15-1 
 
 
Date: 26 July 2017 
 
 
To: Minister Responsible for the Earthquake Commission 

(Hon Gerry Brownlee) 
 
 
Deadline: 26 July 2017 
(if any) 
 
 
Aide Memoire: Aide Memoire - Earthquake Commission Amendment 
Regulations 2017 

You will be aware that you are taking a paper to LEG on the Earthquake Commission 
Amendment Regulations 2017 on 26 July 2017. 
 
The LEG paper seeks authorisation to submit the Earthquake Commission 
Amendment Regulations 2017 to the Executive Council.  These regulations are 
entirely routine, and do not require any new policy decisions. 
 
These regulations will increase the EQC premium from 15 to 20 cents per $100 of 
property covered. The increase is to be applied to EQC premiums collected on 
insurance policies issued or renewed on or after 1 November 2017.  This was agreed 
to by Ministers on 15 May 2017 Ministers [CAB-17-MIN-0240]. 
 
The effect of the increase in the premium will be to increase the maximum annual 
EQC premiums payable by owners with both residential and contents insurance by 
$69 per annum from $207 (including GST) to $276 (including GST). 
 
The amended regulations will come into force on 7 September 2017. 
 
Publicity 

The levy increase was announced as part of Budget 2017.   
 
Consultation 

The EQC and the Insurance Council of New Zealand were consulted on the 
proposed regulations and agree that, as drafted, the regulations as drafted achieve 
their purpose.   
 
Links to other policy work 
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On 26 June 2017 Cabinet agreed key reforms of the EQC scheme and a detailed 
reform proposal is expected to be considered by Cabinet later this year.  That reform 
package is expected to take effect in 2020. 
 
John White, Senior Advisor, Analytics and Insights, 
Craig Weise, Manager, Analytics and Insights, 

 

[39]

[39]
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