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21 December 2020
Hon Peeni Henare
Minister for Whānau Ora
Parliament Buildings
Dear Peeni
Thank you for your recent engagement on Budget 2021. As you will be aware, we have
set a very high bar for the initiatives that will be invited for submission, limited to only the
most critical cost pressures and urgent manifesto commitments.
I have considered the cost pressures and manifesto commitments that you outlined in
your letter, and unfortunately, I will not be inviting you to submit initiatives for
consideration through Budget 2021.
I remain very supportive of the Whanau Ora mahi. I look forward to regular reports on
the progress that you are making with the investments in previous Budgets, and the
development of new ideas for consideration in future Budgets.
The cost pressures and manifesto commitments that you have identified in your portfolio
may be addressed through future Budgets or other levers such as reprioritisation of
baseline funding. As per the expectations that I have previously outlined around fiscal
management, I will not support any out-of-cycle funding requests for these initiatives
unless there is a compelling case for urgency.
Thank you for your ongoing work.
Yours sincerely

Hon Grant Robertson
Minister of Finance
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