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21 December 2020 
 
Hon Dr David Clark 
Minister of Statistics 
Parliament Buildings 
 
Dear David 
Thank you for your recent engagement on Budget 2021. As you will be aware, we have set a 
very high bar for the initiatives that will be invited for submission, limited to only the most critical 
cost pressures and urgent manifesto commitments. 
I have considered the cost pressures and manifesto commitments that you outlined in your 
letter, and am inviting you to submit the following initiatives in your portfolio: 
 
Data sourcing cost pressures 
This initiative should be combined with the COVID-19 related data sourcing pressures initiative 
which Stats NZ indicated it would seek from the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund 
(CRRF). The bid should detail which cost pressures are COVID-19 related and how Stats NZ 
plans to manage these, and data collection cost pressures more generally, in the future. 
 
Census baseline funding adjustment 
In line with my decision earlier this year, I am inviting you to submit a bid for this baseline 
increase so it can be considered against other funding priorities at Budget 2021.  
 
Iwi-led data collection for 2023 Census 
Your letter did not indicate the amount of funding you intended to seek for this initiative or the 
particular activities it would support; please submit a detailed and scalable bid.  
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Please note that while I have invited these initiatives to be submitted, this does not guarantee 
that they will receive funding. The Treasury will assess the value for money and relative priority 
of all initiatives, and this advice will help to inform the shape of the final Budget 2021 package 
to be decided by Budget Ministers. Therefore, I expect that all initiatives will be supported by a 
robust case for funding and a strong evidence base, as well as scaling and reprioritisation 
options.  

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Hon Grant Robertson 
Minister of Finance  
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