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Dear

 

Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 2 November 2020.  You 

requested: 

 

Please provide information relating to your relevant government department or agency 

on the following areas of sensitive expenditure. For all the below categories I request 

breakdowns for each of the last two years (2018, 2019) and year to date. 

1. Gifts (both given and received, including offered and turned down): Please provide 

information on the amounts spent, the gifts given or received, and the recipients.  

2. Koha, similar breakdown as above.  

3. Tips/gratuity: Please provide a breakdown of the amount spent both domestically 

and internationally, including details of how much was paid and to whom. Please 

include details of the single largest tip or gratuity payment. 

4. Hospitality/entertainment: Please provide a breakdown of how much was spent and 

on what. Please provide separate breakdowns for domestic and international.  

5. Alcohol: Please provide separate figures as per above.  

6. Air travel: Please provide a breakdown for both international and domestic, 

including for economy and business class air travel. Please include figures for both 

business travel and contributions or allowances towards personal travel. 

7. Accommodation: Please provide a breakdown for both international and domestic. 

Please include figures for both business travel accommodation and contributions or 

allowances towards personal accommodation. 

8. Taxis/corporate vehicles: Please provide a breakdown of taxi/corporate vehicle 

expenses for both domestic and international, including details of the single largest 

taxi bill. 

9. Rental cars: Please provide similar figures for rental cars.  

10. Moving expenses: Please provide a breakdown of how much was spent on 

personal moving expenses for relocating staff.  

11. Parking/traffic offences: Please provide a breakdown of both parking and traffic 

offence expenses, both domestic and international.  

12. Christmas functions: Please provide figures on expenses related to Christmas 

functions.  

13. Social club: Please provide figures on expenses related to social clubs.  
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14. Correspondence: Please provide all correspondence for 2018, 2019 and 2020, both 

internal and external, including emails, letters, text messages, reports, advice etc, 

relating to concerns around sensitive expenditure. This should include all 

correspondence involving your relevant government department or agency and the 

Office of the Auditor General. 

 

Firstly, the Treasury takes fiscal responsibility very seriously and has in place appropriate 

policies to ensure its expenditure is in line with the expectations of a public entity spending 

public money.  A copy of the Treasury’s Sensitive Expenditure Policy is attached. 

 

We have interpreted your request as information relating to the 2017/18, 2018/19 and 

2019/20 year, and the year to date for the current financial year (2020/21).  

 

As part of the annual review process, the Treasury discloses expenditure on domestic travel, 

including accommodation and meals, rental cars, vehicle allowances, taxis, uber and 

airfares, and international travel, accommodation and other expenses. These categories 

capture parts 1, 2, 6, 8 and 9 of your request.  

 

The 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years’ annual review documents are available on the 

Parliament website via the following links: 

• 2017/18 Annual Review Questionnaire Response:  

www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/submissions-and-advice/all?custom=FINS_80722  

• 2018/19 Annual Review Questionnaire Response:  

www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/submissions-and-advice/all?custom=FINS_91487.  

 

Therefore, your request for information covered in the 2017/18 and 2018/19 annual reviews 

are refused under section 18(d) of the Act as the information requested is publicly available. 

 

Due to the Government’s response to COVID-19 and the 2020 General Election, the time 

frame for all agencies to prepare their 2019/20 annual review has been extended. In addition, 

no work has been undertaken yet for the annual review process for the 2020/21 financial 

year. To provide you with this information would require a substantial undertaking and would 

require a review of a significant number of receipts and transactions over a 12-month period 

and would involve assessment of each transaction to determine the requested information.   

 

As this would place an unreasonable administrative burden on the Treasury, I am refusing 

your request for information relating to parts 2, 6, 8 and 9 of your request for the 2019/20 

financial year and the year to date for the 2020/21 financial year under section 18(f) of the 

Act, as the information requested cannot be made available without substantial collation or 

research. 

 

For the remainder of your request, we can provide you with the following information. 

 

Gifts  

The Treasury has a comprehensive gift and hospitality policy, under which a register is 

maintained covering gifts and hospitality worth more than $100 accepted by staff. The 

Treasury releases information from this register each year on its website:  

www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/information-release/treasury-gifts-and-hospitality-register-

information-release. The most recent release covers gifts and hospitality up to 31 December 

www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/submissions-and-advice/all?custom=FINS_80722
www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/submissions-and-advice/all?custom=FINS_91487
http://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/information-release/treasury-gifts-and-hospitality-register-information-release
http://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/information-release/treasury-gifts-and-hospitality-register-information-release
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2019. The key elements of the Treasury’s gift and hospitality policy are outlined in this 

release.  

 

Tips/gratuity  

The Treasury does not record information on tips or gratuity, and therefore does not hold the 

requested information. Therefore, I am refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) 

of the Act, as the document alleged to contain the information requested does not exist. 

 

Alcohol 

The Treasury does not capture expenditure relating specifically to alcohol. These parts of 

your request are refused under section 18(e) of the Act as the document alleged to contain 

the information requested does not exist.   

 

In accordance with the Treasury’s Sensitive Expenditure guideline, entertainment 

expenditure should generally not include alcohol unless for hospitality purposes and does not 

include expenditure for internal staff. Any further exceptions must be pre-approved by the 

Chief Executive or the Chief Operating Officer. 

 

Parking/traffic offences 

The Treasury’s Sensitive Expenditure guideline considers parking and traffic fines to be 

personal expenditure that is not able to be charged back or specifically reimbursed. I am 

refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the Act, as the document alleged to 

contain the information requested does not exist. 

 

Christmas functions  

The Treasury’s Sensitive Expenditure guideline allows for one all of staff Christmas party a 

year, with funding at $20 per person, with the remainder paid for through ticket sales. This 

funding contribution is used for food and venue hire, and does not pay for alcohol or other 

expenses, which are paid via bar sales at the venue and ticket sales. 

 

In 2018 the Treasury made a $8,000 contribution.  

In 2019 the Treasury made a $10,000 contribution.  

In 2020 the Treasury made a $12,000 contribution. 

 

Christmas functions for individual business units or teams are self – funded. 

 

Social club  

The Treasury has a social club, which was re-started in early 2019. The Treasury made a 

one-off contribution to the Social club in 2019 of $1,948, which covered some start-up costs 

incurred by the social club, ie incorporation fees, and covered the cost of running the social 

club events for 6 months. Again, this covered venue-hire and food costs only. Activities of the 

social club since this date are self-funded by staff. 

 

Correspondence  

The Treasury does not hold the information requested for this question centrally or in a 

readily available format.  Providing this information would require manually reviewing files 

dating back more than two years, searching our electronic database, and carrying out an 

assessment to determine whether the information is within scope of your request.  I am 

refusing this part of your request under section 18(f) of the Act as the information requested 

cannot be made available without substantial collation or research. 
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Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed documents 

may be published on the Treasury website. 

 

This reply addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 

Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn McStay 

Chief Financial Officer 

 


