
 

1 The Terrace 
PO Box 3724  
Wellington 6140 
New Zealand  

tel.  +64-4-472-2733 
 
https://treasury.govt.nz 

Reference: 20200326 
 
 
 
16 December 2020  
 
 

 
Dear
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 8 September 2020.  
You requested the following: 
 

Under the Official Information Act, I would like to request a copy of all advice, 
including memos, aide memoires and briefings, that Treasury has prepared for, 
and given to, the Finance Minister this calendar year to date, regarding a 
Government financial loan for Air New Zealand. 

 
On 8 September 2020, you revised this request to: 
 

Under the Official Information Act, I would like to request a copy of all advice, 
including memos, aide memoires and briefings, that Treasury has prepared for, 
and given to, the Finance Minister this calendar year to date, regarding a 
Government financial loan for Air New Zealand, including the interest rate 
attached to a loan and the expected timeline for repayments.  

 
On 14 September 2020, I wrote to you to extend the time limit for deciding on your 
request by an additional 50 working days due to the large quantity of information 
covered, and the consultations required.  
 
Information being released 

 
Please find enclosed the following documents: 
 

Item Date Document Description Decision 

1.  15 March 2020 Email: Air NZ possible terms sheet Release in part 

2.  19 March 2020 Treasury Report: Project 20: 
Terms Sheet for In Principle 
Agreement 

Release in part 

3.  19 March 2020 Treasury Report: Project 20: 
Terms Sheet for Final Agreement 
[contains legally privileged 
information]  

Release in part 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)
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4.  20 March 2020 Treasury Report: Project 20: 
Update for Cabinet 

Release in part 

5.  20 March 2020 Oral item for cabinet: Terms sheet Release in part 

6.  23 March 2020 CAB-20-MIN-0137: Air New 
Zealand: Crown Loan Facility 

Release in part 

7.  27 March 2020 Email: Air NZ minimum domestic 
schedule 

Release in part 

8.  28 March 2020 Email: FW: Air New Zealand Release in part 

9.  31 March 2020 Email: Air NZ – variation letter – 
final 31 March 2020 

Release in part 

10.  31 March 2020 Attachment: variation letter Release in part 

11.  17 April 2020 Joint Report: Project 20: Minimum 
Service Levels for Alert Levels 3 
and 2 

Release in part 

12.  17 April 2020 Attachment: variation letter draft  Release in part 

13.  20 April 2020 Attachment: variation letter 
(signed) 

Release in part 

14.  8 May 2020 Email: Air NZ minimum services – 
alert level 2 – urgent 

Release in part 

15.  12 May 2020 Aide Memoire: Project 20: 
Minimum Domestic Service Levels 
– Alert Level 2 

Release in part 

16.  21 May 2020 Treasury Report: Air NZ: Final 
Loan Documents 

Release in part 

17.  28 May 2020 Treasury Report: Air NZ: Security 
Documents  

Release in part 

18.  25 August 2020 Aide Memoire - Air NZ Annual 
Results Announcements - Q&A 

Release in part 

 
I have decided to release the relevant parts of the documents listed above, subject to 
information being withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 

• section 9(2)(b)(ii) – to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied 
the information, or who is the subject of the information; 

• section 9(2)(ba)(i) – to protect information which is subject to an obligation of 
confidence or which any person has been or could be compelled to provide under 
the authority of any enactment, where the making available of the information 
would be likely to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from 
the same source, and it is in the public interest that such information should 
continue to be supplied; 

• section 9(2)(g)(i) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the 
free and frank expression of opinions; 
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• section 9(2)(g)(ii) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through 
protecting ministers, members of government organisations, officers and 
employees from improper pressure or harassment; 

• section 9(2)(h) – to maintain legal professional privilege; 

• section 9(2)(i) – to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 
prejudice or disadvantage; and, 

• section 9(2)(j) – to enable the Crown to negotiate without prejudice or 
disadvantage. 

 
Information publicly available 

The following information is also covered by your request and is publicly available on 
the governments’ COVID-19 website: 
 

Item Date Document Description Website Address 

19.  23 March 2020 CAB-20-MIN-0137: Air New 
Zealand: Crown Loan Facility 

https://covid19.govt.nz/asset
s/resources/proactive-
release-2020-october/SE56-
cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-
0137-4281902-additional-
item-air-new-zealand-crown-
loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf  

 
Accordingly, I have refused your request for the documents listed in the above table 
under section 18(d) of the Official Information Act: 

• the information requested is or will soon be publicly available. 

Some relevant information has been removed from the documents listed in the above 
table and should continue to be withheld under the Official Information Act, on the 
grounds described in the documents. 
 
Information to be withheld 

There are additional documents covered by your request that I have decided to 
withhold in full under the following sections of the Official Information Act, as 
applicable: 
• section 9(2)(b)(ii) – to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied 

the information, or who is the subject of the information; 

• section 9(2)(ba)(i) – to protect information which is subject to an obligation of 
confidence or which any person has been or could be compelled to provide under 
the authority of any enactment, where the making available of the information 
would be likely to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from 
the same source, and it is in the public interest that such information should 
continue to be supplied; 

• section 9(2)(g)(i) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the 
free and frank expression of opinions; 

https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/proactive-release-2020-october/SE56-cabinet-minute-cab-20-min-0137-4281902-additional-item-air-new-zealand-crown-loan-facility-23-mar-2020.pdf
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• section 9(2)(g)(ii) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through 
protecting ministers, members of government organisations, officers and 
employees from improper pressure or harassment; 

• section 9(2)(h) – to maintain legal professional privilege; 

• section 9(2)(i) – to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 
prejudice or disadvantage; and,  

• section 9(2)(j) – to enable the Crown to negotiate without prejudice or 
disadvantage. 

 
In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 
9(1) of the Official Information Act.  
 
Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 
documents may be published on the Treasury website. 
 
This reply addresses the information you requested. You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juston Anderson 
Acting Manager, Commercial Performance 
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