
 

1 The Terrace 
PO Box 3724  
Wellington 6140 
New Zealand  

tel.  +64-4-472-2733 
 
https://treasury.govt.nz 

 
 
Reference: 20200055 
 
 
8 June 2020 
 

Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 5 February 2020.  You 
requested the following: 
 

a. All reports, briefings and analyses performed by the Treasury between October 
26, 2017 and February 5, 2020, relating to electrifying the Government’s vehicle 
fleet 
b. All correspondence between, to, or from Treasury officials between October 
26, 2017 and February 5, 2020, relating to electrifying the Government’s vehicle 
fleet 
c. All correspondence between, to, or from Treasury officials between October 
26, 2017 and February 5, 2020, relating to documents released as part of the 
response to query “a” of this request 

 
On 3 March 2020, we sought a 40 working day extension due to the need to search 
through a large amount of information and the consultations required.   

On 28 April 2020, we provided you with our decision to grant your OIA request prior to 
delivering the requested documents under section 15(1)(b) of the Official Information 
Act. In this correspondence, we informed you this release would comprise of 9 
documents. After further consideration, we have narrowed the information to 2 
documents, as the remaining documents were administrative in nature or were found to 
have already been publicly released (see further below).  

Information being released 

Please find enclosed the following documents: 
 

Item Date Document Description Decision 

1. 30 November 
2019 

Treasury Report:  Briefing for Cabinet Economic 
Development Committee 5 December 2018 

Release in part 

s9(2)(a)
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2. 13 December 
2019 

FW:  Draft state sector decarbonisation briefing Release in part 

 
I have decided to release the relevant parts of the documents listed above, subject to 
information being withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 

• personal contact details of officials, under section 9(2)(a) – to protect the privacy 
of natural persons, including that of deceased natural persons 

•  advice still under consideration, section 9(2)(f)(iv) – to maintain the current 
constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered by 
Ministers and officials, and 

• direct dial phone numbers of officials, under section 9(2)(k) – to prevent the 
disclosure of information for improper gain or improper advantage. 

Direct dial phone numbers of officials have been redacted under section 9(2)(k) in 
order to reduce the possibility of staff being exposed to phishing and other scams.  This 
is because information released under the OIA may end up in the public domain, for 
example, on websites including Treasury’s website 
Some information has been redacted because it is not covered by the scope of your 
request. This is because the documents include matters outside your specific request. 

Information publicly available 

The following information is also covered by the request and is publicly available on the 
Treasury website:  
 
Ite
m Date Document Description Website address 

1.  19 
December 
2019 

Response to OIA request: 
lowering emissions of New 
Zealand’s light vehicle fleet 

https://treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2020
-05/oia-20190586.pdf  

2.  August 2019 Transitioning to a low-
emissions future 

https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/med
ia/Climate%20Change/transitioning-to-a-low-
emissions-future.pdf  

 
Accordingly, I have refused your request for the document listed in the above table 
under section 18(d) of the Official Information Act: that the information requested is or 
will soon be publicly available.  
 
Some relevant information has been removed from the document listed in the above 
table and should continue to be withheld under the Official Information Act, on the 
grounds described in the documents.  
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In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 
9(1) of the Official Information Act.  

Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 
documents may be published on the Treasury website. 

This reply addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

David Taylor 
Manager, National Infrastructure Unit 
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 IN-CONFIDENCE  

Treasury:4042094v1 IN-CONFIDENCE 

Treasury Report:  Briefing for Cabinet Economic Development Committee 
5 December 2018 

Date: 30 November 2018 Report No: T2018/3469 

File Number: MS-5-3-DEV  

Action Sought 
 Action Sought Deadline 

Minister of Finance 

(Hon Grant Robertson) 

Read prior to Cabinet DEV 
Committee meeting 

11:00 AM, Wednesday 5 
December 2018 

Associate Minister of Finance 

(Hon Dr David Clark) 

Read prior to Cabinet DEV 
Committee meeting 

11:00 AM, Wednesday 5 
December 2018 

Associate Minister of Finance 

(Hon Dr David Parker) 

Read prior to Cabinet DEV 
Committee meeting 

11:00 AM, Wednesday 5 
December 2018 

Associate Minister of Finance 

(Hon Dr Shane Jones) 

Read prior to Cabinet DEV 
Committee meeting 

11:00 AM, Wednesday 5 
December 2018 

Associate Minister of Finance 

(Hon Dr James Shaw) 

Read prior to Cabinet DEV 
Committee meeting 

11:00 AM, Wednesday 5 
December 2018 

Contact for Telephone Discussion (if required) 
Name Position Telephone 1st Contact

Scott Russell Analyst, Economic Strategy 
and Productivity  

n/a  
(mob) 

 

Simon McLoughlin Manager, Economic Strategy 
and Productivity 

 

Actions for the Minister’s Office Staff (if required) 

Return the signed report to Treasury. 
 
Note any 
feedback on 
the quality of 
the report 

 

 
Enclosure: No

s9(2)(k)

s9(2)(g)(ii)
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Treasury Report:  Briefing for Cabinet Economic Development 
Committee 5 December 2018 

Executive Summary 

The Treasury is aware of 12 items on the Cabinet Economic Development Committee 
agenda for Wednesday 5 December 2018. The table below provides Treasury comment and 
recommendations on each item, and identifies any relevant fiscal impacts. 
 
 

Deleted - Not Relevant to Request

Pages 3 - 8 of this document have been deleted as they are not relevant to the request.

 

 

 

20200055 Doc 1
Page 2 of 6



IN-CONFIDENCE 

 T2018/3469 :  Briefing for Cabinet Economic Development Committee 5/12/2018 11:00 AM Page 9  
 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

 
Other business 

Description and analysis Fiscal implications Treasury Comment 

The Cross-Government Low-Emissions Vehicle Work Programme 

 
This paper seeks Ministers’ 
agreement to the objectives 
and focus areas for a cross 
government low-emissions 
vehicle work programme.  
 
A previous version of this 
paper was due to be 
considered by DEV on 7 
November. We expressed a 
number of concerns on the 
earlier version, particularly in 
relation to proposed targets for 
emissions reductions across 
the vehicle fleet that did not 
appear to have been subject to 
a cost benefit analysis. There 
was also a proposal to exempt 
electric vehicles from fringe 
benefit tax. 
 
We note that the latest version 
of the paper has been revised 
significantly and merely seeks 
agreement to initiate a high-
level work programme around 
electric vehicles. Certain policy 
options are suggested as 
areas of investigation, but 
Cabinet is not being asked to 
support any particular 
proposal. Tax exemptions are 
suggested as an area for 
exploration, but exemptions 
from fringe benefits tax are no 
longer specifically mentioned.  
 
As such we broadly support 
the paper, but have asked for 
a separate Treasury comment 
noting that the programme will 
need to be examined in the 
context of the Government’s 
broader policy for reducing 
emissions in the lowest cost 
way possible.  
 

 
None as any additional costs 
will be met within baselines.  
 
Proposals arising from the 
programme may have future 
funding or revenue 
implications though.  

 
Support. 
 
Note that the programme will 
need to be examined in the 
context of Government’s broader 
policy for reducing emissions in 
the lowest cost way possible.  
 
We recommend that you 
emphasise that a range of policy 
options should be explored, and 
that portfolio Ministers should not 
feel bound to only stick to the 
options in Table 1.   

Pages 10 - 13 of this document have been deleted as they are not relevant to the request.
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From: Scott Russell [TSY]
Sent: Friday, 13 December 2019 8:32 AM
To: 'Jesse Corlett'; 'Marcos Pelenur'
Subject: FW: Draft state sector decarbonisation briefing [IN-CONFIDENCE]
Attachments: 4219696_1.doc

Hi both, sorry accidentally made this sensitive and Seemail blocked it. 
 

 
 
Scott Russell (he/him) | Senior Analyst | Transitions, Regions, and Economic Development|Te Tai Ōhanga – The 
Treasury 

 Email/IM: Scott.russell@treasury.govt.nz 
Visit us online at https://treasury.govt.nz/ and follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram 
 

From: Scott Russell [TSY]  
Sent: Friday, 13 December 2019 7:53 AM 
To: 'Sam Hughes' <Sam.Hughes@education.govt.nz>; 'Alexandra Seton' <Alexandra.Seton@mbie.govt.nz>; 'Jesse 
Corlett' <Jesse.Corlett@eeca.govt.nz> 
Cc: 'Marcos Pelenur' <Marcos.Pelenur@eeca.govt.nz>; 'William Jensen' <Will.Jensen@education.govt.nz>; Natalie 
Labuschagne [TSY] <Natalie.Labuschagne@treasury.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Draft state sector decarbonisation briefing - sensitive [IN-CONFIDENCE] 
 
Kia ora all, 
 
Attached is an redraft with comments accommodated as best I can in such short time. Note the reframing as we are 
now briefing MOF with an intention it is passed to Min Shaw to inform his decisions. 
 
Also please note this has not been proofed or QA’d yet. We will get a final check done this morning.  
 
Please call me with issues. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
Scott Russell (he/him) | Senior Analyst | Transitions, Regions, and Economic Development|Te Tai Ōhanga – The 
Treasury 

 Email/IM: Scott.russell@treasury.govt.nz 
Visit us online at https://treasury.govt.nz/ and follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram 
 

From: Scott Russell [TSY]  
Sent: Thursday, 12 December 2019 4:50 PM 
To: 'Sam Hughes' <Sam.Hughes@education.govt.nz>; 'Alexandra Seton' <Alexandra.Seton@mbie.govt.nz>; Jesse 
Corlett <Jesse.Corlett@eeca.govt.nz> 
Cc: Marcos Pelenur <Marcos.Pelenur@eeca.govt.nz>; William Jensen <Will.Jensen@education.govt.nz>; Natalie 
Labuschagne [TSY] <Natalie.Labuschagne@treasury.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Draft state sector decarbonisation briefing - sensitive [IN-CONFIDENCE] 

s9(2)(k)

s9(2)(k)
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Hi Sam and everyone else.  

Thank you for your comments (Jesse yours too) under such tight time frames. We have had some shifting sands 
commissioning on our end so sign-out is now happening tomorrow morning. I am re-writing tonight and will 
endeavour to reflect your comments as best I can. Look for a final draft tomorrow morning, though to be honest we 
are running out of time and are unlikely to be able to take further comments that aren’t dealbreaker issues.  
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
Scott Russell (he/him) | Senior Analyst | Transitions, Regions, and Economic Development|Te Tai Ōhanga – The 
Treasury 

 Email/IM: Scott.russell@treasury.govt.nz 
Visit us online at https://treasury.govt.nz/ and follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram 
 

From: Sam Hughes <Sam.Hughes@education.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 12 December 2019 3:42 PM 
To: 'Alexandra Seton' <Alexandra.Seton@mbie.govt.nz>; Jesse Corlett <Jesse.Corlett@eeca.govt.nz> 
Cc: Marcos Pelenur <Marcos.Pelenur@eeca.govt.nz>; William Jensen <Will.Jensen@education.govt.nz>; Scott 
Russell [TSY] <Scott.Russell@treasury.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Draft state sector decarbonisation briefing - sensitive [IN-CONFIDENCE] 
 
Kia ora kōrua 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.  

 The contestable fund does not support quick delivery of successful projects, given the time to set up the 
fund, advertise it, receive applications, consider them, etc. Compared to Ministry of Education delivery of 
low emissions heating options to schools, a contestable fund would be time consuming and resource 
intensive for applicants.  

 
This approach is also less equitable, since it restricts funding to only those schools (or state sector agencies) 
that have the capacity and capability to apply. We believe the Ministry is best placed to administer and 
coordinate funding to replace boilers in schools, rather than 200 separate schools (of varying size and 
capability) producing individual business cases etc.  
 

 The fund would be time consuming and resource intensive for the agency that manages it. The Ministry of 
Education and schools would need a high level of involvement in the fund, in order to meaningfully 
contribute to efficient and joined-up project delivery.     
 

The Ministry’s strong preference is for its own capital injection.  
 
Please contact us regarding any queries 

s9(2)(f)(iv)

s9(2)(k)
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Ngā mihi 
 

| Policy Analyst | EIS Strategy, Investment & Policy 

 

From: Alexandra Seton [mailto:Alexandra.Seton@mbie.govt.nz]  
Sent: Thursday, 12 December 2019 1:47 PM 
To: Jesse Corlett <Jesse.Corlett@eeca.govt.nz>; Sam Hughes <Sam.Hughes@education.govt.nz> 
Cc: Marcos Pelenur <Marcos.Pelenur@eeca.govt.nz>; William Jensen <Will.Jensen@education.govt.nz>; Scott 
Russell [TSY] <Scott.Russell@treasury.govt.nz> 
Subject: Draft state sector decarbonisation briefing - sensitive [IN-CONFIDENCE] 
 
Hi Jesse and Sam, 
 
Draft briefing attached (still undergoing final QA).  We’re not after general comments due to tight timeframes, but 
let us know if there are any show stoppers asap. 
 
Thanks for your help on various things! 
 
Cheers 
Allie 
 
Alexandra Seton  
SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR 
Energy Markets Policy 
 
Energy & Resource Markets Branch  
Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment 
 
alexandra.seton@mbie.govt.nz | 
15 Stout St, PO Box 1473, Wellington 6140  
www.mbie.govt.nz  
 
*I’m in the office Monday-Thursday 
 
 

www.govt.nz - your guide to finding and using New Zealand government services 

Any opinions expressed in this message are not necessarily those of the Ministry of Business, Innovation 
and Employment. This message and any files transmitted with it are confidential and solely for the use of 
the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivery to the 
intended recipient, be advised that you have received this message in error and that any use is strictly 
prohibited. Please contact the sender and delete the message and any attachment from your computer.  

s9(2)(k)
s9(2)(k)

s9(2)(k)
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