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Cabinet  
 

Minute of Decision  

 
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

2020 Budget Package: Vote Treaty Negotiations 

 

On 6 April 2020, Cabinet: 

 

1  approved the Budget initiatives for the above Vote for inclusion in the 2020 Budget 

package, as listed in the summary below and detailed in the attached initiative documents; 

 

Summary of initiatives included in the attached initiative documents: 

Operating Initiatives (Impact on Operating Balance) 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

Initiative 

ID 

Initiative Name 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

11769 Continue Momentum to 

Complete Historical Treaty of 

Waitangi Settlements 

- 5.000 5.000 - - 

11768 Implementation of Marine and 

Coastal Area Customary Interests 

- 3.640 3.640 3.640 3.640 

12496 Maintaining Critical Technology 

to Ensure the Delivery of Justice 

Services 

- 0.337 0.130 0.132 0.134 

11770 Relativity Mechanism Dispute 

Resolution 

- 2.500 - - - 

12248 Specific Redress Arrangements 15.000 - - - - 

Total Operating 15.000 11.477 8.770 3.772 3.774 

 

2  agreed to establish new appropriations where required to implement these initiatives, as 

described in the attached initiative documents; 

3  approved changes to appropriations to implement the initiatives, as set out in the attached 

initiative documents; 

4 approved the additional recommendation to give effect to the initiatives, as set out in the 

attached initiative documents; 

5  agreed that the change to appropriations for 2019/20 above be included in the 2019/20 

Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the increases be met from Imprest Supply; 
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6  authorised the Minister of Finance and the Appropriation Minister to approve jointly any 

technical adjustments to baselines necessary to remove any errors or inconsistencies 

identified while finalising the 2019/20 Supplementary Estimates, the 2020/21 Estimates and 

the fiscal forecasts; 

7  noted that all communications relating to the 2020 Budget are co-ordinated by a Budget 

communications committee, and that any requests for early announcement must have the 

written approval of the Minister of Finance and the Office of the Prime Minister; 

8  agreed that the initiatives in the following table be set aside as contingency items, and that 

corresponding funding for them be charged against the Budget 2020 operating allowance: 

Operating Contingency 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

Initiative Name 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Total Operating 

 

Additional recommendations 

 

 

 
Michael Webster  

Secretary of the Cabinet  
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   Initiative No: 11769 

Vote: Treaty Negotiations 

Title: Continue Momentum to Complete Historical Treaty of Waitangi Settlements 

Description: This initiative provides funding for increased cost pressures related to litigation 

in the Waitangi Tribunal and the High Courts, the increase in cases related to 

Crown forest licensed lands, and 27B memorialised lands (under the State-

Owned Enterprises Act). 

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 5.000 5.000 - - 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 5.000 5.000 - - 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Departmental Output Expense:      

Treaty Negotiations and Marine and Coastal 

Area Customary Interests 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 5.000 5.000 - - 

      

Total Operating - 5.000 5.000 - - 
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   Initiative No: 11768 

Vote: Treaty Negotiations 

Title: Implementation of Marine and Coastal Area Customary Interests 

Description: This initiative will enable the Crown to meet its obligations regarding 

engagement with applicants who are seeking recognition of customary rights 

under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 and the Ngā Rohe 

Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019. 

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 3.640 3.640 3.640 3.640 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 3.640 3.640 3.640 3.640 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Departmental Output Expense:      

Treaty Negotiations and Marine and Coastal 

Area Customary Interests 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 3.640 3.640 3.640 3.640 

      

Total Operating - 3.640 3.640 3.640 3.640 
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   Initiative No: 12496 

Vote: Treaty Negotiations 

Title: Maintaining Critical Technology to Ensure the Delivery of Justice Services 

Description: This initiative is providing funding for maintaining the Ministry’s existing 

ageing technology and to deliver on its newly refreshed ICT strategy, both of 

which are impacted by increases in volume and prices. 

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 0.337 0.130 0.132 0.134 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 0.337 0.130 0.132 0.134 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Departmental Output Expense:      

Treaty Negotiations and Marine and Coastal 

Area Customary Interests 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 0.337 0.130 0.132 0.134 

      

Total Operating - 0.337 0.130 0.132 0.134 

 

12  noted that related funding has also been provided through initiatives in Vote Courts 

(Initiative 12495) and Vote Justice (Initiative 11762). 
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   Initiative No: 11770 

Vote: Treaty Negotiations 

Title: Relativity Mechanism Dispute Resolution 

Description: This initiative will enable the Crown to participate in the resolution of disputes 

arising from the Relativity Mechanisms included in the historical Treaty 

settlements with Waikato-Tainui and Ngāi Tahu. 

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 2.500 - - - 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 2.500 - - - 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Departmental Output Expense:      

Treaty Negotiations and Marine and Coastal 

Area Customary Interests 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 2.500 - - - 

      

Total Operating - 2.500 - - - 
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   Initiative No: 12248 

Vote: Treaty Negotiations 

Title: Specific Redress Arrangements 

Description: 

 

New appropriation approval 

Name Period Type Category 

Name 

Scope 

Specific Redress 

Arrangements 

Annual Non-Departmental 

Other Expenses 

N/A This appropriation is limited to 

Crown contributions to support the 

delivery of redress arrangements in 

specific circumstances as 

determined by the Minister for 

Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations. 

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact 15.000 - - - - 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total 15.000 - - - - 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Non-Departmental Other Expense:      

Specific Redress Arrangements 15.000 - - - - 
      

Total Operating 15.000 - - - - 
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