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Cabinet  
 

Minute of Decision  

 
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

2020 Budget Package: Vote Forestry 

 

On 6 April 2020, Cabinet: 

 

1  approved the Budget initiatives for the above Vote for inclusion in the 2020 Budget 

package, as listed in the summary below and detailed in the attached initiative documents; 

 

Summary of initiatives included in the attached initiative documents: 

Operating Initiatives (Impact on Operating Balance) 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

Initiative 

ID 

Initiative Name 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

12471 Continuing the Ministry for 

Primary Industries Current Scope 

of Operations 

- 2.770 3.487 3.487 3.487 

11827 Rebuilding Forestry Emissions 

Trading Scheme Infrastructure to 

Meet Demand and Support the 

Transition to the Low Emissions 

Economy 

- 11.467 - - - 

Total Operating - 14.237 3.487 3.487 3.487 

 

2  approved changes to appropriations to implement the initiatives, as set out in the attached 

initiative documents; 

3  approved the additional recommendations to give effect to the initiatives, as set out in the 

attached initiative documents; 

4  authorised the Minister of Finance and the Appropriation Minister to approve jointly any 

technical adjustments to baselines necessary to remove any errors or inconsistencies 

identified while finalising the 2019/20 Supplementary Estimates, the 2020/21 Estimates and 

the fiscal forecasts; 

5  authorised the chief executives of departments that monitor Crown entities directly affected 

by decisions in this minute to inform the chair and/or chief executive of a Crown entity, on a 

budget-in-confidence-until-budget-day basis, of decisions that directly affect that Crown 

entity for the purpose of planning and preparation of their Statement of Intent; 
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6  noted that all communications relating to the 2020 Budget are co-ordinated by a Budget 

communications committee, and that any requests for early announcement must have the 

written approval of the Minister of Finance and the Office of the Prime Minister; 

7  agreed that the initiative in the following table be set aside as a contingency item, and that 

corresponding funding for it be charged against the Budget 2020 operating allowance; 

Operating Contingency 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

Initiative Name 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Rebuilding Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme 

Infrastructure to Meet Demand and Support the 

Transition to the Low Emissions Economy 

- - 10.923 11.478 9.497 

Total Operating - - 10.923 11.478 9.497 

 

8 noted that the “Rebuilding Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme Infrastructure to Meet 

Demand and Support the Transition to the Low Emissions Economy” tagged contingency is 

related to the Rebuilding Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme Infrastructure to Meet 

Demand and Support the Transition to the Low Emissions Economy initiative (Initiative 

11827); 

9  noted that the “Rebuilding Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme Infrastructure to Meet 

Demand and Support the Transition to the Low Emissions Economy” tagged contingency 

will fund implementation of new business processes and supporting infrastructure for the 

Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme administration, with effect from 2021/22, upon 

completion of the in-progress implementation business case; 

10 authorised the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Forestry jointly to draw down the 

“Rebuilding Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme Infrastructure to Meet Demand and 

Support the Transition to the Low Emissions Economy” tagged contingency, subject to their 

satisfaction with the outcome of the implementation business case described in paragraph 9 

above. 

 

 

 

 

 
Michael Webster  

Secretary of the Cabinet  
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   Initiative No: 12471 

Vote: Forestry 

Title: Continuing the Ministry for Primary Industries Current Scope of Operations 

Description: This initiative provides critical funding for the Ministry for Primary Industries 

(MPI) to continue its current scope and level of operations. This includes 

addressing price and inflationary pressures, including those arising from recent 

renegotiation of MPI’s collective employment agreements.  

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 2.770 3.487 3.487 3.487 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 2.770 3.487 3.487 3.487 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 

Expenditure: 

     

Growth and Development of the Forestry 

Sector (MCA) 

     

Departmental Output Expenses:      

Forestry: Administration of Grants and 

Programmes 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 0.790 0.994 0.994 0.994 

      

      

Forestry: Management of the Crown's 

Forestry Assets 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 0.172 0.218 0.218 0.218 

      

Forestry: Policy Advice and Ministerial 

Servicing 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 1.808 2.275 2.275 2.275 

Total Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 

Expenditure: Growth and Development of the 

Forestry Sector (MCA) 

- 2.770 3.487 3.487 3.487 

Total Operating - 2.770 3.487 3.487 3.487 

 

Additional recommendation 

11  noted that there is an associated initiative in Vote Agriculture, Biosecurity, Fisheries and 

Food Safety (Initiative 11840); 
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   Initiative No: 11827 

Vote: Forestry 

Title: Rebuilding Forestry Emissions Trading Scheme Infrastructure to Meet Demand 

and Support the Transition to the Low Emissions Economy 

Description: This initiative enables the implementation of new business processes and 

supporting infrastructure to address current issues with Forestry Emissions 

Trading Scheme administration and cost-effectively implement the reforms set 

out in the Climate Change Response (Emissions Trading Reform) Bill.  

 

Appropriation changes 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Operating Balance Impact - 11.467 - - - 

Debt Impact - - - - - 

No Impact - - - - - 

Total - 11.467 - - - 

 

 $m - increase/(decrease) 

 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 & 

 Outyears 

Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 

Expenditure: 

     

Growth and Development of the Forestry 

Sector (MCA) 

     

Departmental Output Expense:      

Forestry: Policy Advice and Ministerial 

Servicing 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

- 11.467 - - - 

Total Multi-Category Expenses and Capital 

Expenditure: Growth and Development of the 

Forestry Sector (MCA) 

- 11.467 - - - 

Total Operating - 11.467 - - - 

 

Additional recommendations 

12  noted that there is an associated initiative in Vote Agriculture, Biosecurity, Fisheries and 

Food Safety (Initiative 12445) for the capital component of this initiative; 

13 noted that the remainder of the funding for this initiative is in the “Rebuilding Forestry 

Emissions Trading Scheme Infrastructure to Meet Demand and Support the Transition to the 

Low Emissions Economy” tagged contingency.  
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