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14 February 2020 
 

Dear 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act request, received on 2 December 2019, 
inquiring about Bryan Chapple and Mark Blackmore’s trip to the 7th bilateral Economic 
and Financial Dialogue in India. You requested the following information: 
 

Cost, carbon footprint and outcomes sought for this Indian trip and for other 
bilateral dialogues with foreign ministries of finance. When did they start? Why? 
Was a Skype conference considered as an alternative? Does Treasury employ 
development economists? 

 
The trip to the 7th bilateral Economic and Financial Dialogue with the Ministry of 
Finance, Government of India took place on 28 November 2019.  There were no other 
formal bilateral dialogues with foreign ministries of finance in 2019, although the 
Treasury does have such arrangements with Korea and, since 2019, China. The 
Treasury also regularly meets with other counterpart ministries of finance and 
treasuries alongside international meetings that New Zealand participates in.  
 
The objectives of the dialogue with India were to build and maintain relationships with 
an important international partner, and to exchange experience in areas of mutual 
policy interest, for example, global economic outlook, investment, infrastructure and 
taxation. This is particularly important given the size and importance of India’s 
economy for global growth.   
 
These objectives are consistent with the objectives underlying other bilateral 
engagements. In all of its engagements, New Zealand aims to protect and advance its 
interests and advocates for a rules-based international system. We also share what we 
are doing and learning, to encourage others to take a similar approach, and learn from 
others’ experience.  
 
The trip cost a total of NZ$10,388.42.  A Skype conference call was not considered as 
an alternative to sending representatives to India as it would not have satisfied the 
relationship-building objectives of the trip.  However, costs were minimised by sending 
a Singapore-based Treasury representative (Mark Blackmore) rather than a second 
New Zealand-based staff member to support Bryan Chapple.  This approach also 
mitigated the trip’s impact on the environment by reducing air miles.  
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The total carbon footprint for this trip is not ascertainable without substantial collation or 
research; however, the Treasury is committed to measuring, auditing, and reducing its 
greenhouse gas emissions. For this reason, the Treasury has engaged Toitū 
Envirocare to help calculate and verify our emissions and develop a plan to reduce 
them through their ‘carbonreduce’ programme. Toitū Envirocare is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Manaaki Whenua – Landcare Research, a Government-owned Crown 
Research Institute. This carbon reductions programme is being funded within 
baselines. 
 
The Treasury is also looking to establish an internal Carbon Reduction Governance 
Committee in 2020 to ensure that initiatives to reduce its carbon footprint are 
implemented throughout the organisation.  
 
As an economics and finance agency, the Treasury employs people with a range of 
qualifications and experience, including in development economics. 
 
Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and enclosed 
documents may be published on the Treasury website. 
 
This reply addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Parry 
Manager, International 
 


