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From: Resource Management | Te Atiawa 
Sent: Wednesday, 24 October 2018 3:29 PM
To: Infrastructure TSY
Subject: FW: Submissions on a new independent infrastructure body now open
Attachments: TSY303_Establishing Independent Infrastructure Body - Summary-final.pdf; 

Kaitiakitanga - Environmental Sustainability - April 2018.docx

Importance: High

Kia ora Treasury Official 
 

Submission by Te Ātiawa Manawhenua Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust (due by 5.00 pm 26 October 2018) 

 
 
Te Ātiawa does not have time to meaningfully submit but like all things its Treaty Partner 
gets up to it needs to – recently post-Settlement iwi are human resource poor in areas that 
matter, unfortunately. 
 
So: 
 
… a new independent infrastructure body to ensure better infrastructure planning and delivery [my bold] 
 
Firstly, it is hoped that a sustainable type of better is the driver (refer to the attached definition of Sustainability). 
 
While this new body might be independent in structure, it must not be independent of Maori and checks and 
balances ministries like the MfE. 
 
It must not have a growth-supporting priority; Growing with our current situation, using finite resources, is insane! 
There is no such thing as SUSTAINABLE GROWTH. To survive, we must de-couple growth and resource-use. 
 
And for Maori, consider the term resource:  
 

The term resource is an inappropriate Euro-centric term in this context, as the suite 
of atua that embrace nature are part of Maori whakapapa; they are ancestors and 
their status should not be lowered simply to that of a ‘resource’ for human use. 
They, natural attributes (of which humans are one part / one attribute) each having 
their own intrinsic worth. For example, freshwater is, innately, an attribute of nature, 
a taonga, but not just a resource. For kaitiaki, freshwater is only justifiable for use as 
a resource for humans if and when it is healthy (its mauri is elevated) and it is used 
sustainably / responsibly and in accordance with tikanga - kaitiakitanga.  

 
Te Ātiawa is daily vexed by hard engineering misbehaviour – management, projects and proposals - which, e.g. 
place over reliance on private vehicular transport, draining contaminants to water and unnecessarily insulating 
Papatūānuku from the rain – irrational levels of impervious surfaces. 
 

[1]
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Devolution of many hard infrastructure aspects is necessary: Seek more permeable solutions for stormwater 
management, put roading budgets into public transport, recycle properly and use human waste in nutrient recycling. 
If these are ignored, we may as well pull the plug. This is, after all, the 21st Century 
 
And: 
 
A matter of priorities 
The fundamental position of tikanga in this context is anchored in whakapapa, simply and profoundly noting that it 
is founded in the health of the two primary atua / ancestors, Papatūānuku and Ranginui – a holistic system - that is 
the basis of sustainability, resulting in quality human survival. 
 

 Healthy Planet – Healthy People: iwi hauora ao hauora. 
 

This approach, seen in the contemporary Western World as holistic, integrated (and often alternative) can provide 
positive real-world outcomes whatever the challenge, as it provides a One Reality point of reference, against which 
to test all ideas / decision making. That is, if what is proposed (in this case for the new infrastructure body) does not 
achieve a Healthy Planet and Healthy People, you have to think again. The priority order is vitally important: Planet, 
then People (Obviously, you do not forget the People while tending the Planet, it’s the order of reliance that’s in 
question: The Earth can survive without the people, but quality human survival is impossible without a healthy 
host.). 
 
Note: The RMA is a case in point of misdirected management: It is based upon the silly anthropocentric notion of 
everything being resources for future generations, not about the health of our Mother, Papatūānuku, as the 
essential platform for all life. For Te Ao Māori, read: Whakapapa, atua, ancestors, acknowledgement, respect, 
stewardship, kaitiakitanga. All other life on the Planet (all orgaganisms from moicrobes to blue whales) must be 
respected for their intrinsicness in every decision made or we journey without a moral compass – worth a read: 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/kristin-m-swenson-phd/the-bible-and-human-domin_b_681363.html 
 
Comment 
In this context, the responsible reality is that money / the economy is simply a human-derived-artifice by which 
people trade goods and services. It does not have primacy, and, in any intelligent society, its sole role is to 
contribute positively to the planet and the people – healthy planet, healthy people = iwi hauora ao hauora. If a 
decision fails to accomplish this outcome, then Plan B is required – think again. This approach means that, at the 
very least, the quality of the natural world of the rohe and the quality of the living standard of Te Ātiawa iwi 
members will be maintained and, most preferably, enhanced. It’s no longer about trade-offs, it’s about net 
restoration resulting from all mahi. 
 
In conclusion  
Today’s World functions absolutely within the ambit of our ‘One Known Reality’, the coupling of the Biosphere and 
Humanity. Governance / Leadership in our contemporary world is no longer about the old chestnuts of untested 
ideology, left-wing and right-wing politics, random ideas and economics first, it is about enlightened governance, 
supported by conscious critical-thinking and guided by information and knowledge from the hard-won human 
journey, including Tikanga Māori, in conjunction with the very best that the natural and social sciences can offer at 
any given moment. 
 
All responsible 21st Endeavour must be conducted on a platform of informed, knowledgeable, capable, ethical and 
brave leadership (governance). Its prime kaupapa must be – kaitiakitanga - net restorative outcomes for the Planet 
and the People – for Papatūānuku / Ranginui and the whanau. The result of this mahi will be: 
 
A healthy balanced natural world, people with a quality sustainable lifestyle, which is underpinned by socio-cultural 

equitably. 
iwi hauora ao hauora 

 
Please face up to your responsibilities, to Aotearoa, and not to engineering! Tena koe. 
 
Nga mihi nui 
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Ian S. 
 
Ian Shapcott 
Rohe Management Team 
Te Ātiawa Manawhenua Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust 
Beach Road, Waikawa Marina, Waikawa, Picton 7220 
(PO Box 340, Picton 7250)  

www.teatiawatrust.co.nz 

 
 
 
From: Te Ātiawa Trust Office | Te Atiawa  
Sent: Monday, 8 October 2018 12:59 p.m. 
To: Resource Management | Te Atiawa ; Cindy Lou Batt | Te Atiawa Trust ; Harry Love ; Chair Harvey | Te Atiawa 
Trust ; John Katene | Te Atiawa Trust ; Ngawaina Joy Shorrock | Te Atiawa Trust ; Ron Riwaka | Te Atiawa Trust ; 
Vennessa Ede | Te Atiawa Trust ; William Tahuaroa Reeves | Te Atiawa Trust  
Subject: FW: Submissions on a new independent infrastructure body now open 
 
FYI  
 

From: Infrastructure TSY <infrastructure@treasury.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 8 October 2018 12:33 PM 
Subject: Submissions on a new independent infrastructure body now open 
 
[UNCLASSIFIED] 

Kia ora 

The Government announced in August that it intended to establish a new independent infrastructure body to 
ensure better infrastructure planning and delivery. This email is to update you on progress in establishing that body. 

Have your say 
 
Until 5.00 pm Friday, October 26, The Treasury is seeking submissions on the possible functions and features of a 
new independent infrastructure body.  
 
Attached is a short explanation of why a new independent infrastructure body is needed, and what it might do.  
 
To read the consultation document, and find out how to make a submission on what the new body should look like, 
go to www.infrastructure.govt.nz . Background papers are also available there to help inform your thinking. A 
Treasury media release is available here.  

Quality infrastructure planning and delivery is critical to New Zealand’s economic and social wellbeing. Have your 
say on this important issue until 5.00 pm 26 October 2018. 

Regards, 
 
The Treasury 

[1]
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The Treasury is leading the establishment of the new independent infrastructure body, with support and guidance from a panel 
of private and public sector infrastructure experts. Until the new body is established, an interim Infrastructure Transactions Unit 
(ITU) will sit within Treasury to support the delivery of major infrastructure projects by developing expert transactional 
capability. This unit will be incorporated into the new body when it is established in mid-late 2019. 

For more information about the new infrastructure body, and the interim Infrastructure Transactions Unit, 
see:www.infrastructure.govt.nz. 

We would like to continue to update you on the establishment of the new body. If you don’t wish any further updates from us 
on this issue, please reply to this email with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

 
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

 
The information in this email is confidential to the Treasury, intended only for the addressee(s), and may 
also be legally privileged. If you are not an intended addressee: 
a. please immediately delete this email and notify the Treasury by return email or telephone (64 4 472 
2733); 
b. any use, dissemination or copying of this email is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.  



Environmental Sustainability and quality human survival is all about the survival of the 
Earth organism (biosphere) our host.  The earth is the absolute and finite platform for human 
life and all other life, as we understand it.  All of earth life is inextricably connected and 
therefore totally inter-reliant.  Consequently, and totally defensibly, the management of all of 
the natural and physical resources of the planet, including the human population (read: 
responsible global governance) has to focus on the host - Planet Earth, not on humans, who 
aren't necessary for the survival of the host = 'primary logic'.  This logic extends to putting 
the quality survival of the Earth at the very centre of sustainability, which, obviously, includes 
the careful and considered management of our actions, as we are the uniquely-intervening-
species. 

This does not mean that the needs of us humans are to be disregarded, but it realistically 
says that all of us need to seek our fulfilment and make our life-journey-decisions in the 
context of responsible and informed biosphere management.  The guidance for our own 
journey and the wisdom to undertake that journey responsibly must begin with that 
acknowledgement.  Because, to extend this proposition, our entire survival as a species 
depends upon sustaining a healthy host, which requires that the effects of all human activity 
must be understood and managed in that context.  (Potentially we have control over human 
behaviour and decision making.  We need to rise to that challenge.  The things we don't 
have control over are the impacts of natural hazards like earthquakes, floods, fires and 
asteroid strikes.)   

Naturally our life-journey involves the consideration of people but our related actions must 
centre on decisions based upon sustaining Earth-health.  If the Earth survives, then it will be 
capable of being host to a certain number of people living in a particular way that defer to the 
infinite quality survival of the host.  Readily available scientific information, derived from 
monitoring the condition of our host and of our human society, reveals that we are a long 
way from achieving this outcome and that we won't succeed in so doing unless we change 
the way things are, profoundly.  Therefore, the current state of things confirms that the way 
we are being lead (governed) is not enabling us to meet our plainly required responsibilities 
as Earth-inhabitants.  Consequently, we need to accept that our current living practices are 
unsustainable; they degrade our host. This is a simple case of too many people behaving 
badly.  To manage the host sustainably, it needs to be determined, with a safety margin, 
what the bottom-line living practices might be for the number of people the host can support 
with justifiable living practices.   

Much is made of the proposition that sustainability is about leaving adequate resources for 
future generations.  That is the opposite approach to what is required for the Earth's survival 
/ our survival, because it is based upon human-centred-reasoning.  The converse is 
required:  As far as the next and succeeding generations are concerned, it's not about us 
leaving them with enough resources for them to carry on with, it's about our accepting that 
it's our responsibility to teach them how to live responsibly, to ensure the quality survival of 
the host, and, by extension, themselves. 
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