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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of the 
Official Information Act, as applicable: 

 
[1]  6(a) - to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations 

of the government 
 

[2] 6(c) - to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, 
and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 

 
[3]  9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 

 
[4] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who 

is the subject of the information 
 

[5] 9(2)(ba)(i) - to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be supplied. 
 

[6] 9(2)(d) - to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand 
 

[7]  9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of 
advice tendered by ministers and officials  
 

[8] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression 
of opinions 
 

[9] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 
 

[10] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantage or prejudice 
 

[11] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 
 
[12] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper advantage 

 
[13] Not in scope 

 
[14] 6(e)(iv) - to damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely decisions 

to change or continue government economic or financial policies relating to the entering into of 
overseas trade agreements. 

 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section of the Official 
Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, a [3] appearing where information has been 
withheld in a release document refers to section 9(2)(a). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations in 
section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 
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Advice 

In terms of the Annual Planning process, it is helpful for the DHBs to receive a funding 

signal early, but there is no particular need for the DHB funding signal to go out next 

week. Our view is that any decisions that lock in funding for the Budget should only be 

made following further analysis.  

 

We also note that the Budget 2014 allowance is under significant pressure, and that the 

Minister of Health is likely to want to use a significant proportion of the $100 million for 

new health initiatives. (For example, a paper called ‘Healthy Families NZ’, which 

proposes the establishment of a new community-based healthy eating initiative, is going 

to CBC on Monday, and will cost $44 million over four years, funded from reprioritisation 

in Vote Health and/or the indicative allocation.) 

  

We recommend that you ask the Minister of Health to delay his announcement to 

DHBs until the week of 9 December, following the provision of a completed draft 

Four-year Plan to central agencies on 1 December. We are also undertaking some 

analysis of underspends in Vote Health which may assist in making a decision about 

allocating the $350 million between DHB and Ministry-managed services. 

 

However, if you wish to proceed with the announcement next week then there are two 

ways that you could think about allocating funding: 

 

1. If you wanted to apply the same percentage increase to DHB appropriations and 

Ministry-managed appropriations within the $350 million allocation, then this would 

mean a 2.52% increase to both sets of appropriations, with the following funding 

implications: 

 

DHB appropriations $280 million 

Ministry-managed non-departmental output appropriations $70 million 

 

2. A significant proportion of the $100 million (potentially half or more) is likely to go 

towards new initiatives in Vote Health. The Budget 2014 operating allowance has 

nearly been fully allocated and there is limited room for discretionary initiatives in 

other Votes. To help create room in the operating allowance, you could consider 

reducing the health allocation to $300 million, with $250 million going directly to 

DHBs (2.25%) and $50 million for Ministry-managed services (1.78%). 

 

 

 

 

Erin King, Senior Analyst, Health, 04 917 6224 

Ben McBride, Manager, Health, 04 917 6184 
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