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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld.

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official
Information Act, as applicable:
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to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the
government

to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and
detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial

to damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely decisions to change
or continue government economic or financial policies relating to the entering into of overseas trade
agreements.

to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people
to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who is the subject
of the information

to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from the same source, and
it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be supplied

to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any person has been
or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where the making available
of the information - would be likely otherwise to damage the public interest

to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand

to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting collective and individual ministerial
responsibility

to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered
by ministers and officials

to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions
to maintain legal professional privilege

to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantages or prejudice

to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice

to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper advantage

Not in scope

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) and
section 18 of the Official Information Act.
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Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Budget 2017: General Matters

Portfolio Finance

On 18 April 2017, Cabinet:

1 agreed that:

1.1 proposals for funding from the between-Budget contingencies must be for urgent
issues that cannot be deferred to Budget 2018;

1.2 Ministers will be expected to demonstrate that they have exhausted their search for
opportunities to fund the initiative through reprioritisation of lower value activities;

2 agreed that no papers with fiscal and/or appropriation implications for agreement by
Cabinet or Cabinet committees be submitted between 18 April 2017 and 25 May 2017 so
that Budget documentation is accurate;

3 noted that all communications relating to Budget 2017 are coordinated by a Budget
communications committee, and that any requests for early announcement will need to have
both the written approval of the Minister of Finance and sign-off from the Prime Minister’s
office.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Secretary’s note: This minute reproduces a number of Cabinet’s decisions on the Budget 2017
package that affect all Ministers and departments [CAB-17-MIN-0185]. It has been issued for the
information of all Ministers and Chief Executives.
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