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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the 
following sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 
  
[2] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 

confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials  
 
[3] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinions 
 
[4] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the 

information or who is the subject of the information 
 
[5] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or 

improper advantage 
 
[6] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 
 
[7] 6(a) - to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the 

international relations of the government 
 
[8] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 
 
[9] 6(c) - to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the 

prevention, investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 
 
[10] 9(2)(d) - to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New 

Zealand 
 
[11] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 

disadvantage or prejudice. 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section 
of the Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, an [8] 
appearing where information has been withheld in a release document refers to section 
9(2)(h). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 



Kaitohutohu Kaupapa Rawa 

Treasury Report: Four-year Budget Plans: Response Letters to Vote 
Ministers 

I Date: 116 December 201 0 I Report No: I T201 0/2619 

Action Sought 

Action Sought Deadline 

Minister of Finance Sign the attached letters regarding Friday, 17 December 2010 

(Hon Bill English) 
decisions on Four-year Budget 
Plans and send them to your 
Ministerial colleagues 

Contact for Telephone Discussion (if required) 

Name 
[1] 

Position Telephone 1st Contact 

../ 

Colin Hall Manager, Fiscal Management 917 6227 (wk) 

Minister of Finance's Office Actions (if required) 

Forward the signed letters on to the relevant Ministers. 

Return a copy of the dated letters to Treasury. 

Enclosure: Yes 

Treasury:1977734v1 

029 917 6227 
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16 December 2010 
  

Treasury Report: Four-year Budget Plans: Response Letters to Vote 
Ministers 

Purpose of Report 

1. This report provides you with letters for dispatch to Vote Ministers informing them of 
decisions taken by Budget Ministers on the Four-year Budget Plans. Your signature 
has been electronically printed on the letters.  

Analysis 

2. The letters reflect our understanding that Budget Ministers agreed to the 
recommendations in the Four-year Budget Plan Analysis Budget Report [BR2010/24 
refers], with the exception that all Justice sector Votes will be referred back for 
resubmission as a sector. 

 
3. The Vote Health and Vote Education letters also address specific issues you have 

raised:  
 

• Health – the Minister of Health has been invited to discuss with Cabinet how       
                                                            the $420 million 
allocation, as well as other pressures and risks in the Health sector; 

 
• Education – the Minister of Education has been asked to provide options for 

managing Early Childhood Education (ECE) cost growth while maintaining 
participation objectives.   

 
4. Treasury will provide you with more detailed analysis of the Vote Education Budget 

Plan (including ECE issues) early next year. 

Recommended Action 

We recommend that you agree that your office dispatch the attached letters outlining 
decisions on Four-year Budget Plans to relevant Vote Ministers. 
 
agree/disagree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin Hall 
Manager, Fiscal Management 
for Secretary to the Treasury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hon Bill English 
Minister of Finance 

[6]


