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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been 
withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the 
following sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1] 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 
  
[2] 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 

confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials  
 
[3] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinions 
 
[4] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the 

information or who is the subject of the information 
 
[5] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or 

improper advantage 
 
[6] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 
 
[7] 6(a) - to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the 

international relations of the government 
 
[8] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 
 
[9] 6(c) - to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the 

prevention, investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 
 
[10] 9(2)(d) - to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New 

Zealand 
 
[11] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without 

disadvantage or prejudice. 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section 
of the Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, an [8] 
appearing where information has been withheld in a release document refers to section 
9(2)(h). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 



Date: 19 November 201 0 BM-2-1-2011 

THE TREASURY 
To: Minister of Finance and Associate Ministers of Finance Kaitohutohu Kaupapa Rawa 

AIDE MEMOIRE: BUDGET 2011 DATE 

Summary 

At your pre-Cabinet meeting with Treasury on 15 November you asked whether it would be 
possible to release the 2011 Budget a week prior to when the 201 0 Budget was released, in 
order to fit in with the proposed sitting programme for 2011 . 

We can see no issue with releasing the 2011 Budget on the second Thursday in May (the 12th) 
if the House is sitting that week. 

Key considerations 

Timing of policy decisions 

Treasury and other Departments need one month between final Budget decisions and Budget 
day to process and print the Estimates documents. Releasing the Budget on Thursday 12 May 
(i.e. a week before the 2010 Budget was released) would mean that Cabinet would need to 
make all policy decisions by Monday 11 April at the latest. 

In order to ensure that the Budget documents are accurate, for a number of years there has 
been a moratorium on papers with fiscal implications being considered by Cabinet between the 
finalisation of the Budget package and Budget day. This would mean that no papers with fiscal 
implications could be taken to Cabinet or Cabinet Committees between 11 April and 12 May. 

Earlier Budget days are also possible, but would constrain the time you have to make any major 
policy decisions coming out of reviews such as the Welfare Working Group or Savings Working 
Group which are due to report in the New Year. 

Impact on Departments 

Treasury and other Departments can adapt their processes to accommodate an earlier Budget 
day. However, if you wish to go with an earlier date it would be good to know as soon as 
possible so that Treasury and other Departments can revise their timelines and plan for the 
early months of 2011. 

Australian Budget 

The Australian Budget is generally held on the second Tuesday in May, which in 2011 will be 10 
May. You may wish to take this into account in your decision. 
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