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Minister for the Environment 
 
 Copies to: 
 
 Prime Minister 
 Deputy Prime Minister 
 Minister of Finance 
 Hon Jim Anderton 
 Associate Minister of Finance 
   (Hon Trevor Mallard) 
 Controller and Auditor-General 
 
 
2006 Budget Package:  Vote Environment 
 
On 3 April 2006, following reference from the Cabinet Business Committee, Cabinet: 
 
1 noted that Cabinet has agreed to the budget initiatives for the above Vote for inclusion in 

the 2006 Budget Package as set out below; 

2 noted that unless specified, the portfolio Minister is the same as the title of the Vote; 

Summary of Initiatives 

Operating Initiatives (Impact on Operating Balance) 

 
Vote Environment 
 

All figures are $m 

Ref. Initiative 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 & 
Outyears

3 Addressing New Zealand’s Legacy of 
Contaminated Land 

– 1.500 1.500 1.500 –

8 
 

Sustainable Water Programme of 
Action 

– 0.615 – – –

Total Operating – 2.115 1.500 1.500 
 

Addressing New Zealand's Legacy of Contaminated Land 

3 approved the following changes to appropriations to assist, on a contestable basis, 
investigation and clean up of the many smaller-scale high risk contaminated sites across 
New Zealand, with a corresponding impact on the operating balance: 



 Budget: Sensitive 
 CAB Min (06) 11/7(20) 

118017v1  2 

 $m – increase/(decrease) 
Vote Environment 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 & 

Outyears 
Non-Departmental Output 
Expense:  
Clean-Up of Orphan Crown 
Contaminated Sites – 1.500 1.500 1.500 – 
  
 

4 noted that the implementation of the initiative Addressing New Zealand’s Legacy of 
Contaminated Land will result in the investigation and clean-up of some small high-risk 
sites across New Zealand, with the following performance metrics: 

Initiative Output Description Performance Measure 
Addressing New 
Zealand’s Legacy of 
Contaminated Sites 

Increase in funding to Contaminated 
Sites Remediation Fund for the 
investigation and clean-up of some 
small high risk sites. 
 
 

At least 7 contracts let over the period 
01 July 2006 to 30 June 2007. 
 
At least 4 culturally sensitive areas are 
provided with a greater area of 
environmental protection (through the 
clean-up of the land).  
 
New Zealand will be at least 10% 
closer to achieving the 2015 NZ Waste 
strategy target of all high-risk sites 
being managed or remediated. 

 

Hazardous Substances Compliance and Enforcement – Interim Funding 

5 approved the following expense transfer, to allow the Environmental Risk Management 
Authority’s (ERMA) continued provision for a telephone helpline to facilitate and assist 
compliance with the hazardous substance provisions of the Hazardous Substances and 
New Organisms Act, with no impact on the operating balance: 

 $m – increase/(decrease) 
Vote Environment 
 

2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 & 
Outyears 

Departmental Output Expense:  
Environmental Policy Advices 
(funded by revenue Crown) (0.385) – – – – 
  
Non-Departmental Output 
Expense: 
Hazardous Substances and New 
Organisms Assessment and 
Management – 0.385 – – – 
  
 
6 noted that the transfer referred to in paragraph 5 above represents a short-term solution, 

as the Ministry for the Environment can only provide the required funding for a single 
year; 

7 directed ERMA to develop, in consultation with Treasury, a comprehensive business 
case for the sustainable, efficient and effective delivery of core outputs, including an 
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appropriate level of compliance and enforcement activities, to form the basis of a Budget 
initiative in 2007; 

Sustainable Water Programme of Action 

8 approved the following changes to appropriations to implement the Sustainable Water 
Programme of Action to improve freshwater management in New Zealand, with the 
corresponding operating balance impact being a charge against the Resource 
Management Act/Coastal Marine Area (RMA/CMA) contingency: 

 $m – increase/(decrease) 
Vote Environment 
 

2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 & 
Outyears 

Departmental Output Expense:  
Environmental Policy Advice – 0.615 – – – 
  
 

Performance information 

9 directed the Ministry for the Environment, in consultation with Treasury, to report to the 
Cabinet Committee on Government Expenditure and Administration (EXG) by June 
2006 with: 

9.1 a plan for developing a published form of regular, accessible environmental 
reporting;  

9.2 a plan for developing and implementing effectiveness and efficiency measures 
and monitoring for key environmental programmes; 

Other Matters 
 
10 agreed that the changes to appropriations for 2005/06 above be included in the 2005/06 

Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, these expenses be met from Imprest 
Supply; 

11 authorised the Minister of Finance and the Vote Minister to jointly approve any 
technical adjustments to baselines necessary to remove any errors or inconsistencies 
identified while finalising the 2005/06 Supplementary Estimates, the 2006/07 Estimates 
and the fiscal forecasts; 

12 noted that all communications relating to the 2006 Budget are co-ordinated by a Budget 
communications committee, and that any requests for early announcement will need to 
have both the written approval of the Minister of Finance and sign-off from the Prime 
Minister’s office. 

 
 
 
 
Secretary of the Cabinet Reference: CAB (06) 101;  CAB (06) 102 


