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Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 

 

[1] to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
government 

6(a) 

[4] to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and 
detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 

6(c) 

[11] to damage seriously the economy of New Zealand by disclosing prematurely decisions to change 
or continue government economic or financial policies relating to the entering into of overseas trade 
agreements. 

6(e)(vi) 

[23] to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 9(2)(a) 

[25] to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or who is the subject 
of the information 

9(2)(b)(ii) 

[26] to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from the same source, and 
it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be supplied 

9(2)(ba)(i) 

[27] to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any person has been 
or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any enactment, where the making available 
of the information - would be likely otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(ba)(ii) 

[29] to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand 9(2)(d) 

[31] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting collective and individual ministerial 
responsibility 

9(2)(f)(ii) 

[33] to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered 
by ministers and officials 

9(2)(f)(iv) 

[34] to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions 9(2)(g)(i) 

[36] to maintain legal professional privilege 9(2)(h) 

[37] to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantages or prejudice 9(2)(i) 

[38] to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 9(2)(j) 

[39] to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper advantage 9(2)(k) 

[40] Not in scope   

 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) and 
section 18 of the Official Information Act. 



Type Title Description 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 4 Yr Total 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 4 Yr Total Treasury Comment

New 
initiative Increasing the PBRF

The Performance-Based Research Fund 
rewards research performance and funds 
research-led teaching in tertiary education. It 
contributes to government’s goal of 

strengthening our research system to drive 
innovation, as well as the government priority 
to strengthen research-based institutions. 
This will increase funding for high performing 
providers offering study at degree-level and 
above. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

There is no clear case for increasing 
the PBRF at this time. The PBRF 
received additional funding in Budget 
2012, which increased the fund each 
year until 2016. The Endeavour Fund 
is also seeking additional funding in 
Budget 2017 - as a contestable fund, 
this may better incentivise TEOs to 
improve research performance.

New 
initiative

Tuition subsidy 

increase

 This initiative provides an increase to tuition 
subsidy rates at qualification Level 3 and 
above. The increase will support providers to 
maintain quality and innovate when demand 
is falling due to the strong economy. The 
funding directly supports two key 
government priorities for tertiary education: 
delivering skills for industry; and 
strengthening research-based institutions. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Do not support. There is no clear 
evidence that an across-the-board 
increase is required to maintain 
quality education provision. 

New 
initiative

Volume 
cost 
pressure

New 
initiative

New 
initiative

New 
initiative

New 
initiative

New 
initiative

New 
initiative

Strengthening the 

Foundations for 

Sustainable Growth 

of International 

Education

This funding will enable Education New 
Zealand to continue its current level of 
activity in three core areas: i) the Regional 
Partnership Programme to grow and support 
international education in New Zealand’s 

regions; ii) marketing New Zealand as a 
destination for quality education; and iii) 
improve the international student experience. 

0 1.700 1.700 1.700 1.700 6.800 0 1.700 1.700 1.700 1.700 6.800

Support - cost pressures due to 
depletion of cash reserves and 
increases/issues in international 
education. 

New 
initiative

New 
initiative

Reprioritis
ation 
within 
Vote

Workplace Literacy 

and Numeracy

This funding is to meet a cost pressure 
arising from a slower transition to new 
funding arrangements agreed for workplace 
literacy and numeracy delivery in Budget 
2016 to meet increased demand for 
employer-led delivery. 

-3.500 3.500 0 0 0 0 -3.500 3.500 0 0 0 0

Support. Initial employer reports 
indicate that workplace literacy and 
numeracy tuition assists in increasing 
productivity and family wellbeing.

Reprioritis
ation 
within 
Vote

Careers New Zealand 

Integration into the 

Tertiary Education 

Commission

This funding will contribute to the costs of 
integrating Careers New Zealand into the 
Tertiary Education Commission. Both 
organisations have existing capital plans and 
critical business initiatives that mean the 
transition requires additional specialist 
resource and funding. Reprioritisation has 
occurred but a funding shortfall remains.

-4.000 4.000 0 0 0 0 -4.000 4.000 0 0 0 0

Support. TEC requires funding to 
effectively integrate CNZ functions 
into the TEC. TEC is reprioritising $4 
million to contribute to these costs.

Vote Tertiary Education initiatives

Operating Sought ($ Millions) Operating Supported ($ Millions)

Total Initiatives - operating

[33]
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Type Title Description 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 4 Yr Total 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 4 Yr Total Treasury Comment

New 
initiative

Reducing the 

Number of Youths 

who are Not in 

Education, 

Employment or 

Training* 

This funding will support regional, employer-
led initiatives aimed at supporting individuals 
aged 16-24 who are not in education, 
employment or training (NEET) into the 
labour market.

Partially support. This initiative 
contains promising ideas to reduce 
NEETs in priority regions and it has 
strong strategic alignment with 
Government priorities. However, 
Treasury is not confident that this is 
investment-ready, so a more focused 
trial is recommended.

New 
initiative

Tertiary related initiatives in other Votes

[33]

[33]


