
   

The Treasury 
Budget 2012 Information Release 

Release Document 

June 2012 

www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/informationreleases/budget/2012 

Key to sections of the Official Information Act 1982 under which information has been withheld. 

Certain information in this document has been withheld under one or more of the following 
sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable: 

[1]  6(a) - to prevent prejudice to the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 
relations of the government 
 

[2] 6(c) - to prevent prejudice to the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, 
investigation, and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial 

 
[3]  9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased people 

 
[4] 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect  the commercial position of the person who supplied the 

information or who is the subject of the information 
 

[5] 9(2)(d) - to avoid prejudice to the substantial economic interests of New Zealand 
 

[6]  9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by ministers and officials  
 

[7] 9(2)(g)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions 
 

[8] 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional privilege 
 

[9] 9(2)(i) - to enable the Crown to carry out commercial activities without disadvantage or 
prejudice 
 

[10] 9(2)(j) - to enable the Crown to negotiate without disadvantage or prejudice 
 
[11] 9(2)(k) - to prevent the disclosure of official information for improper gain or improper 

advantage 
 

[12] 9(2)(ba)(i) - to prevent prejudice to the supply of similar information, or information from 
the same source, and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to 
be supplied. 

Where information has been withheld, a numbered reference to the applicable section of the 
Official Information Act has been made, as listed above. For example, an [4] appearing where 
information has been withheld in a release document refers to section 9(2)(b)(ii). 

In preparing this Information Release, the Treasury has considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Official Information Act. 
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4. Changes to the voluntary repayment bonus policy. 
 

5. Broadening the definition of income for student loan repayments.  This has 
systems implications, but these have been incorporated into Inland Revenue’s 
portfolio review and can be progressed without jeopardising further work. 

 

6. Information matching with Inland Revenue and the New Zealand Customs 
Service.  This could only be implemented at the expense of other work currently 
being progressed. 

 

7.                                                                         
                                                  

 
The combined effect of agreeing to these policies as part of the student loans package 
would be to divert resources from the revised portfolio of work (still yet to be confirmed 
following a report on 29 March).  This includes diverting resources away from Inland 
Revenue’s Business Transformation programme and other initiatives that you have 
signalled as priorities – such as Simplifying Filing Requirements, Crown Debt Offsetting 
and iGovt. 
 
As Inland Revenue has not yet provided us with information on exactly what the trade-
offs are with progressing the student loans initiatives, we cannot advise you on this.  
We will let you know as soon as we have further information on this. 
 
The changes proposed above largely represent changes around the edges of the 
student loans scheme to either reduce eligibility or increase repayments.  There are 
alternatives to these options which have been assessed as part of the Budget policy 
development process.                                                                   
                                                                                  
                          The list above represents policies which would address areas 
other than those that have already been addressed. 
 
 
Treasury Comment 
 
Treasury would emphasise that three items in the student loans package (increasing 
the repayment rate, an Inland Revenue/Customs information match and                
                                 have significant systems implications for Inland 
Revenue.  They should be progressed only if you and Minister Dunne are willing to 
remove something else from the department’s proposed portfolio of initiatives. 
 
Treasury would also note that including these three items in the student loans Budget 
package would not leave time for Inland Revenue to meet the business case 
requirements for capital investments.                                                  
                                                                                      
          
 
We recommend that you discuss the above issues with Minister Joyce at your meeting 
tomorrow. 
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